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POLICE — EXMOUTH AND CORAL BAY 
Grievance 

MR V.A. CATANIA (North West Central) [9.29 am]: My grievance today is to the Minister for Police in relation 
to a lack of resourcing in the regions, particularly in policing. Despite the minister’s continual rhetoric that his 
government is funding policing far better than his predecessors and that he understands how these under-resourced 
communities feel in these regions, inaccurately accusing me of scaremongering just last month for telling it how it is, 
while constituents continue to plead with me to do something, I fail to see how these critical situations that I raise 
with the minister continue to be glossed over. The minister fails to acknowledge and address the enduring levels of 
anxiety and risk, both emotionally and physically, experienced by many police officers, volunteers and communities. 
This grievance should not about what the government is doing, going to do or how much better it is than the last 
government; it should be about the situation as it is today. It is about the wellbeing of our police, volunteers and 
communities and having the courage to acknowledge that there is an issue and a deficiency in resourcing, which 
is exacerbated by an influx of travellers. No-one denies there may be things happening, but the need for action is 
not only critical, but also urgent, and immediate changes are needed now with policing in regional WA. 
More police are needed in nearly every station, such as Exmouth. Some days, police in Exmouth look after 
25 000 people and another 5 000 to 10 000 people across the region, including the Coral Bay tourist hot spot, the 
Ningaloo coast and many stations with numerous tourists. They do this with only four police officers, and six in total, 
to cover seven days around the clock across an enormous remote geographical area. I say six police officers, but, 
of course, there are always police officers away on leave or attending other matters. Therefore, the Exmouth Police 
Station has only four police officers to cover operations seven days a week right across the region. 
Communication I received in late September from a long-term Coral Bay resident—a business owner, and 
overstretched volunteer for St John Ambulance, fire and emergency services and marine rescue—highlighted 
and confirmed some issues such as the enormous pressure and strain that a lack of resourcing numbers is putting 
on our police, nurses, Department of Biodiversity, Conservation and Attractions rangers, shires, volunteers and 
communities. This places everyone at risk, physically and emotionally. This is the communication that was provided 
to me. In Coral Bay, over the past three to four weeks, volunteers have been called out to incidents of alarming 
proportion involving domestic violence at stations, caravan parks and liquor outlets. On occasions the police in 
Exmouth have been called, but, with limited resources, the police have only been able to attend either a few hours 
later or in one incident the next day. In one incident, the front door of the Coral Bay Nursing Post was damaged 
when someone smashed it with a rock and the nurses were forced to call family members to assist. No security in 
Coral Bay puts increased strain on the locals and visitors. With no police presence in Coral Bay, a number of travellers 
have caused disruption within the community, knowing that they can get away with it as there are no police. A few 
years ago there was a police presence in Coral Bay during school holidays, on other regular occasions, and visiting 
randomly during the month. This no longer occurs and it is very disturbing for everyone concerned. I plead with 
the minister to address the situation with the Commissioner of Police and to deal with it before it escalates and 
something serious happens. 
Recently, I raised issues relating to the Kimberley region, including Derby and Fitzroy Crossing and the need for 
more police. The minister said that he was at a loss as to where I had sourced my questions from and that he had 
recently visited and seen many new graduates there. However, there is an article in today’s paper titled — 

Top cop warns of tragedy as kids target his officers 
TEENS IN STOLEN CARS HUNT POLICE 

The article quotes Superintendent Craig Parkin — 
“These kids, 12 or 13 years old, are stealing the keys to 200 series LandCruisers, then hunting police cars … 
… 
“There is a real danger here for our policing community and I keep saying that it’s only a matter of time 
before there’s a real tragedy and … we are trying to avoid that.” 

That is in today’s paper. 
As I have brought up in this place previously, crime is out of control in Carnarvon and Broome and we have seen 
examples of cars being stolen in Fitzroy Crossing. People will start taking action into their own hands. Police right 
across this state have told me about the government’s target to reduce Aboriginal incarceration rates, and so they are 
avoiding, as much as possible, charging youth under the age of 15. Police are at the pointy end and have no programs 
to help these young offenders and their families. The minister’s failure in previous answers to questions in this place 
can only mean that he is not being provided with correct information through his police channels or he does not care 
or is incompetent. The regional communities have had enough. Police are at breaking point and some are considering 
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quitting. As the minister has said, jail is not always the answer, but with no programs or support and with government 
departments under-resourced and the need for more police, tell me and the communities that I represent, minister, 
what are you doing to help? We hear about all the police that the government is recruiting, but the minister’s officers 
on the ground and in the community are not seeing this at all. Would the minister accept that the Kalgoorlie population 
of 29 000, Bunbury population of 43 000 and Geraldton population of 32 000 have only four police officers? Why 
is the minister allowing the Exmouth Police Station, an area with a notional population of 50 000, mainly tourists, 
to be covered by only four police officers? Why is the Commissioner of Police and the minister not providing 
more police officers during these peak periods? 
At the end of the day, minister, will it take a serious injury or death of a police officer, victim or perpetrator before 
you hear my calls for help and action on behalf of the officers and communities that I represent? 
MR P. PAPALIA (Warnbro — Minister for Police) [9.35 am]: I will not thank the member for his contribution. 
It was embarrassing and very much devoid of content. I refute categorically any suggestion that the member made 
a contribution today on behalf of any police officer in Western Australia. The suggestion that the member for 
North West Central cares about police officers’ wellbeing is without any evidence. The member has done nothing 
and did nothing in eight and a half years as a member of the previous government for the welfare of police officers. 
He showed no interest in the welfare of police officers. Since becoming the police minister, I have been to the 
member’s electorate, the Kimberley electorate and many other police districts across Western Australia, and have 
spoken to literally hundreds of police officers. I can assure the house that the last person those people would care to 
talk to or seek assistance from is the member for North West Central. He is an embarrassment to the office. 
Crime in Western Australia is always concerning. It is an unfortunate feature of society. However, the overall 
crime in Western Australia is 22 per cent down on the peak under the previous government. That must be stated. 
It must be observed every time — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: — the member for North West Central rises in this place and claims that crime is out of control 
and that there is some crime wave — 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: — confronting — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Police, just take a seat for a moment. Member for North West Central, 
I call you to order for the first time. You were heard in complete silence, despite using some very strong language 
about the Minister for Police. You will afford the same courtesy to him or I will continue calling you to order. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: Thank you, Acting Speaker. 
This is despite the claim made by the member that somehow there is a crime wave striking at the heart of Coral Bay, 
one of that state’s most beautiful and loved tourism destinations. I remind the house that this is the member who 
only last year demanded that the government of Western Australia blockade the town of Exmouth to prevent people 
from Perth going to Exmouth. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: That is a fact. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
Mr P. PAPALIA: He asked that the roads — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Minister for Police, pause again, sorry. Member for North West Central, I call you to 
order for the second time. 
Mr V.A. Catania: Point of order. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I will hear the point of order. 

Point of Order 
Mr V.A. CATANIA: The Minister for Police is misleading this house by saying that I called for a blockade of 
Exmouth, which is totally incorrect. I backed the Premier’s call to prevent people travelling to the regions. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Member for North West Central, I receive your point. You have 
made your point. There is no point of order. If you do that again, I will call you to order for the third time. 
Mr V.A. Catania interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: You are getting close to four times and you will be out before question time if this continues. 

Grievance Resumed  
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Mr P. PAPALIA: It is a fact that the member wanted the town of Exmouth blockaded from the people of 
Western Australia to avoid them going there and supporting the local economy. He does not care very much at all 
for most of his electorate, as evidenced by his behaviour. He insists on making divisive and dangerous statements 
in this place and publicly, like the one he just made in this contribution. He suggested that vigilantism is a good 
thing and that that is a natural consequence of people being concerned about crime. 
The member for North West Central is a member of Parliament. He has a responsibility as a member of Parliament 
to act in a responsible, thoughtful and considerate way when discussing crime, such as vigilantism. That is a crime. 
It would be inappropriate, wrong and dangerous to engage in vigilantism. It is the last thing police ever want. I have 
never met a police officer who would advocate for vigilantism. In the same contribution, the member suggested 
he is advocating for police officers’ welfare. He did nothing for the welfare of police over eight and a half years in 
government, so to encourage people or to suggest that vigilantism is a natural consequence of being concerned about 
crime is criminal in itself. 

Point of Order 
Mr P.J. RUNDLE: I thought the grievance was about police numbers and crime, but all we seem to be hearing is 
a personal attack on the member for North West Central. I would love the minister to come back to the subject matter. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr D.A.E. Scaife): Member for Roe, there is no point of order. I am going to make the 
further point, which I have already made, which is that the member for North West Central used some very strong 
language in his grievance about the Minister for Police. That was heard in silence and I expect the same courtesy 
to be afforded to the Minister for Police. I am satisfied that the answer he is giving is relevant. 

Grievance Resumed 
Mr P. PAPALIA: In respect of numbers of police, the authorised strengths for the midwest–Gascoyne police district 
in 2017, when we came to office, was 248; today it is 259. There are more police now than there were under the 
previous government. That was never the point of this contribution from the member. 
I want to visit his reference to the story in today’s The West Australian with regard to the Kimberley. I again note 
that I do not think the member has been to Fitzroy. I know with certainty that he has not talked to the officer involved 
in the story—I have; I rang him and talked to him immediately after that incident. The member for North West Central 
is not acting on behalf of that police officer when he makes divisive comments. I will tell the member what that police 
officer said in respect to that incident and the juvenile who was driving the car that hit his car. It was extraordinary, 
actually. This police officer is one of those incredible country police officers that people encounter when they are 
out there. He spent most of his career in the Kimberley in remote communities. He cares deeply for the wellbeing 
of Aboriginal communities. Sergeant Neville Ripp would never have engaged in the sort of language that the member 
threw around this chamber today. I asked Sergeant Ripp whether he knew the individual who was driving the vehicle 
that ran into the back of him. He said yes. He also said that it is not in his nature to conduct himself that way. He 
actually cares about the young bloke, whose behaviour, I thought, was appalling. But this sergeant, lying in his 
hospital bed, was more concerned about the driver and the consequences; the way this will impact his life and the 
unfortunate fact that he had gone down this path. The member is not helping. What the member does counts. The 
member for North West Central is a member of Parliament. When he engages in divisive, misleading and dangerous 
language, it counts. There are more police now than there were when we came to office. There will be more police—
950 are being recruited above attrition; the biggest growth in police numbers in Western Australian history. These 
are complex matters, they are challenging, and it is not just police who have to respond to them; we are doing 
a cross-government response. That is what is required. The former government did nothing in eight and a half years 
in office to address the problem. 
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